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 History of  RDA - Resource Description and Access

 Principles of FRBR and RDA in action at Ryerson

 Ryerson’s implementation

 Questions



Historical Overview of RDA

 Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (AACR) 
published in 1967

 Revised in 1978, when the ‘2’ was added for the 2nd 
edition

 The Joint Steering Committee for the Revision of 
AACR (JSC) was charged to revise and create AACR3



JSC Proposal for AACR3

JSC proposed changes to AACR2 so that it would:

 be a more efficient and easier to use system
 provide improved access to new media types
 be compatible with other standards used worldwide
 make the cataloguing rules international in scope
 be used as a metadata standard so that other kinds of 

organizations (museums, archives, publishers, etc.) 
might be able to use it 

 be a web-based, interactive interface for presenting 
information



Beginning of RDA

 In 2005, AACR3 becomes: 

Resource Description and Access (RDA)

 In 2010, the RDA Toolkit is published

Image courtesy of ala.com



The International Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA)

What information is the bibliographic record 
providing?

How will the bibliographic record answer the user’s 
needs?

Report: The Functional Requirements for

Bibliographic Records (FRBR) was 

published in 1998 

Image courtesy of http://www.ifla.org



FRBR User Tasks

 Find: locate an entity – what is the user looking for?
Fear Factor

 Identify: confirm entity described is the one being sought
written by Paula Mallea, with subtitle: Stephen Harper’s 

“tough on crime” agenda

 Select: choose entity that meets the user’s requirements
paper format or e-book

 Obtain: to acquire the entity for the user
HV6807.M254 2010



FRBR Vocabulary

FRBR describes things in an entity–relationship
framework

 Entities – a class of things

 Relationships – association among entities

 Attributes – characteristics of entities

Robert Downey JR.

Images courtesy of freedigitalphotos.net



FRBR Bibliographic entities

FRBR uses the terms:  
 Work
 Expression
 Manifestation
 Item

to describe the information the bibliographic record
is providing. 



Fifty Shades of Grey in RDA

Item

Manifestation

Expression

Work

translation 
into 

French

paperback

copy in 
your 

library

copy  in 
your home

sound 
recording

Intellectual/
artistic 
content

Physical 
recording of 
content

hardcover MP3

Image courtesy of Amazon.com



FRBR – an entity-relationship model

Image courtesy of http://www.frbr.org/2006/02



FRBR – an entity-relationship model

Fifty 
shades 
of Grey

Original 
English 
text

Vintage 
paperback

PR6110.
A4555
F56 
2012

E.L. 
James

Ryerson 
University 
Library

Man-woman 
relationships 
-- Fiction

Psychologic
al fiction.

Image courtesy of http://www.frbr.org/2006/02



Bibliographic data is used

By:
Publishers, distributors, retailers, information providers and 
other institutions outside of traditional library setting

In the task of:
Acquisition, cataloguing, circulation, inventory management, 
interlibrary loans, preservation, reference and information 
retrieval

For the objective of:
Making metadata accessible on the web
More granular, so specific bits of data will be searchable
Making data usable by humans and computers



Resource Description and Access

 is the new cataloguing standard

 tells us how to record the data we need with new 
vocabulary – relationships, attributes etc.

 consists of instructions for naming and describing 
attributes of entities

 tells us what we need to include in records to 
distinguish different entities

 is compatible with AACR2

 is flexible for whatever the future brings



LIES DORIS

Feelings about RDA/FRBR right now

©1994 Creative Therapy Associates. Inc.



What about you?

©1994 Creative Therapy Associates. Inc.



Relationship between FRBR  and RDA

FRBR

item

manifestationexpression

work

Image courtesy of ala.com
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RDA principles and changes in action



AACR2 RDA

xxi, 228 p. : ill., ports. (some 
col), maps, 28 cm.

xii, 228 pages : illustrations, 
portraits some in colour, 
maps ;  28 cm 

No more Latin / Do not introduce abbreviations 

[S.l.] : [s.n.], 2000 place of publication not 
identified : publisher not 
identified, 2000



RDA principle of representation 

Be faithful to how the work represents 
itself

Take what you see

 Accept what you find



Title on book :  Teusday’s child

RDA

Teusday’s child

Tuesday’s child 

Title should read “Tuesday’s 
child”

AACR2

T[ue]sday’s child

Teusday’s [i.e. Tuesday’s] child

Title on cover: “Teusday’s
child” 



Parody 

RDA

Filthy shades of grey 

Image courtesy of Amazon.com



Rule of three 

Filthy shades of grey / 
Aileen Farray, Doris 
Lovadina-Lee, Jane 
Mason and Lies 
Weijs

Filthy shades of grey / 
Aileen Farray [and 3 
others]

Filthy shades of grey 
/ Aileen Farray … 
[et al.].

AACR2 RDA



RDA  Changes in the Marc record

 LEADER 00000ctm  2200325 a 4500 
 003    OCoLC
 008    120523s2012    nyu 000 f eng d 
 020    9780345803481  
 040    NGNQ|cCNGNQ|dCaOTR
 050  4 Popular|bJAM
 100 1  James, E. L. 
 245 10 Fifty shades of Grey /|cE. L. James. 
 246 32 50 shades of Grey 
 260    New York :|bVintage,|c2012. 
 300    514 p. ;|c21 cm. 

 LEADER 00000ctm  2200325 4500 
 003    OCoLC
 008    120523s2012    nyu 000 f eng d 
 020    9780345803481  
 040    CNGNQ|e |cCNGNQ|dCaOTR
 050  4 Popular|bJAM
 100 1  James, E. L. |e . 
 245 10 Fifty shades of Grey /|c James. 
 246 32 50 shades of Grey 
 260    New York :|bVintage ,|c2012. 
 300    ;|c21 cm.



Subtle Change in OPAC

Fifty Shades of Grey / by E L James.

514 pages ; 21 cm

New York : Vintage Editions, © 2012



Format - Change in display

Title: Fifty shades of grey [sound recording]

Is this Audio book : on CD? OR  is it an 
MP3 file?   



3 New RDA elements

 Content type  

 Media type 

 Carrier type

Text, performed music, 
2 d image

Audio, video, computer 

Videodisc, online 
resource

2 dimensional 
image

Video 

Videodisc



( image courtesy of 
http://www austlit edu

( image courtesy of http://www.austlit.edu.au)



AUST  LIT   - agent network visualisations

(http://www.austlit.edu.au)



AUST LIT

(http://www.austlit.edu.au)



OALT/ABO in A-C-T-I-O-N

A vail yourself of the information about RDA/FRBR  

C urious - C alm - C hange

T alk - T echnicians - T rain 

I nvest in the  RDA Tool Kit 

O kay if you don’t know everything about RDA/FRBR 

N ervous about asking for help



Implementation of RDA

http://library.ryerson.ca/�


History of Cataloguing @ Ryerson

 1993 Ryerson decided to bring cataloguing in-house.

 AACR2, AACR2 update, Cataloger’s Desktop, and 
RDA toolkit

 Our first cataloging software was DRA and now we 
use Millennium



Preparation for RDA

 RDA website catalogued in our catalogue, for ease of 
use.



Workflow in Cataloging Department

 2 Librarians and 6 Cataloguers with various other 
duties have been in intensive training since March 
of this year every week 
 exercises from the Library of Congress

 FRBR Terminology Quiz

 Attributes of FRBR Group One Entities Quiz

 Relationships of FRBR Entities Quiz

http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA training materials/LC RDA Training/LC RDA course table.html�


Workflow including other websites

 What  other people are saying and doing?

 Training Modules from the Pan-Canadian Working 
Group on Cataloguing with RDA

 Cataloguers from across Canada, including our 
Librarian Trina Grover,  have collaboratively 
designed a set of RDA training modules.

http://rdaincanada.wikispaces.com/Pan-Canadian+modules�
http://rdaincanada.wikispaces.com/Pan-Canadian+modules�


RDA Resources

“Selected Readings and Resources” in Chris Oliver’s  
Introducing RDA:  a guide to the basics.

Webliography: Resource for and about the US RDA 
Test

NCSU RDA test website 

http://www.amazon.ca/Introducing-RDA-A-Guide-Basics/dp/083893594X�
http://www.mdlib.org/conference/2011/docs/handouts/rda/webliography.pdf�
http://www.mdlib.org/conference/2011/docs/handouts/rda/webliography.pdf�
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/NCSU+RDA+Training+FAQ�


What We Have Decided?

 July 1, 2013 we will stop adding AACR records.

 In house policies will be recorded on our staff Intranet.

Can our Cataloging Software  (Millennium) 
accommodate our needs?   Yes

We want them to use 336, 337, 338 to generate icons and 
to refine and limit search terms.



What We Have Decided cont’d

 Recon project?  Should we  change all our older 
records to RDA or have mixture of both AACR2 and 
RDA  (No, looking at Global Updates)

 A committee that looks at the implementation and 
workflow

 LC Policy Statements in RDA is shared on Google 
Drive for all catalogers to review and decide on local 
procedures



Implementation and Coding Practices @ Ryerson



Implementation and Coding Practices @ Ryerson



Hybrid environment 

1.  Hybrid database or catalogue

AACR and RDA records in one catalogue or 
database.

2. Hybrid record 

AACR2 description and RDA access points or 
Relationship designators added to access points in 
non-RDA records.



Hybrid environment is OKAY

 We probably will add the new fields (content type, 
media type, carrier type) to our old AACR records, 

in order to generate icons to replace the GMD.



Jewish Public Library (Montreal)

 “The JPL will, in fact, be only the second library of 
any kind (the first was a Belgian academic 
institution) to switch to FRBR/RDA, an acronym 
commonly used for Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Records/Resource Description and 
Access”
 From the Canadian Jewish News, April 18, 2013 online.

 http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/

http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/�


Jewish Public Library Catalog

 Fifty shades of grey 6 hits.

http://catalog.jewishpubliclibrary.org:9011/search/query?term_1=Fifty+Shades+of+Grey&theme=JP�
http://catalog.jewishpubliclibrary.org:9011/search/query?term_1=Fifty+Shades+of+Grey&theme=JP�


Jewish Public Library Catalog

 FRBRized view

http://catalog.jewishpubliclibrary.org:9011/lib/item?id=chamo:214681&theme=JPL�


What have we learned?

 RDA will improve the content and display of 
catalogue data.

 Learning  the new language of RDA takes time and 
training.

 RDA is going to enable our data to go global.

 Libraries need to decide on new workflows and local 
policies.



Implementation is a … 

Image credits: www.freedigitalphotos.net

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net�


Change

The only way to make sense out of change
is to plunge into it, 

move with it,
and join the dance.

Alan Watts
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QUESTIONS?

college.monster.com

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  A T T E N D I N G !



Useful resources

RDA Toolkit http://www.rdatoolkit.org/ 
LC Information and Resources in Preparation for RDA

http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/
RDA in MARC http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html
University of Waterloo Cataloguing Tools 

http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/staff/cat/
RDA at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh - Implementation and Coding 

Practices   http://sdrv.ms/ZZy4dW

Library of Congress RDA Training Materials

http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA%20training%20materials/LC%
20RDA%20Training/LC%20RDA%20course%20table.html



Useful resources cont’d

Pan Canadian Modules

http://rdaincanada.wikispaces.com/Pan-
Canadian+modules

Introducing RDA a guide to the Basics by Chris Oliver.

NCSU website 

https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/N
CSU+RDA+Training+FAQ

http://rdaincanada.wikispaces.com/Pan-Canadian+modules�
http://rdaincanada.wikispaces.com/Pan-Canadian+modules�
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/NCSU+RDA+Training+FAQ�
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/NCSU+RDA+Training+FAQ�
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