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Today’s Session

• Spice up your resume with some new skills that make you 

more marketable in business and legal environments. 

Specialized search skills can set you apart from other job 

seekers and open new doors for employment. In this 

session, you'll be exposed to specialized research for 

business, law and statistics through demonstration and 

hands-on activities. You'll find out how to learn more 

about these areas of information work, including free self-

study options as well as more formal credit programs.



Jobs….

• Library E-Resources and Intranet Technician at Norton Rose 
Canada LLP

• Web Editor, Web Publishing Office at Legislative Assembly of 
Ontario

• Law Library Technician – Durham Region Law Association 

• Law Library Technician – Algoma District Law Association

• Geospatial Information Systems Specialist at University of 
Waterloo

• Research Analyst at Towers Watson

• Compliance Specialist at Assurant Solutions

• Library Technician/Clerk at Bereskin & Parr LLP



Ways to Ignite/Re-Ignite

• Visit libraries of all kinds

• Talk to library staff from other types of libraries 
about what they do and the trends that are emerging

• Follow discussion lists from specialized library 
associations

• Follow specialized blogs

• Explore the offerings of information vendors either 
online or at conferences like OLA

• Expand your skill set…try new things!



TIME TO TAKE THE FIRST 

STEP….



Exploring Specialized Information 

Sources

1. Strike the Match! 

– Assess your comfort level

2. Light the kindling

– Understand the context

3. Feed the fire!

– Learn the basics of the tools

4. Take it to another level…if you wish…



Legal Information Sources



Strike the match…

• Find an academic library website

• http://www.durhamcollege.ca/student-

experience/learning-spaces/library

– See the “Subject Guides” link

• http://www.osgoode.yorku.ca/library

– See the main page and the “Research Guides” link

• http://library.law.utoronto.ca/home

– See the “Legal Research Tutorial”

http://www.durhamcollege.ca/student-experience/learning-spaces/library
http://www.durhamcollege.ca/student-experience/learning-spaces/library
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Light the kindling…

• Canadian Law:

– Structure of the legal system

– Areas of law

– Government processes and documents

• Canada’s System of Justice

– http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/just/

http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/just/
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Important!

• When doing legal research, be careful to 

stick to finding and sharing the information 

rather than interpreting it.

• There are rules about unauthorized practice 

of law…you may not give legal advice.



FEED THE FIRE… 



Consider this recent story…

• Canadian premiers urged to call on the PM 

to back sodium-reduction bill (Toronto Star, 

Friday, May 10, 2013)
– http://www.thestar.com/life/health_wellness/2013/04/23/toronto_p

ublic_health_calling_for_sodium_calorie_labeling_on_restaurant_

menus.html
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Comparing the impact of a legal change

Federal Provincial (Ontario) Municipal

Create regulations 

concerning nutrition 

labeling on prepackaged 

foods, menu labeling at 

chain restaurants, 

advertising to children

Enforcement: Criminal 

offences under the Food 

and Drugs Act

Require chain restaurants, 

and restaurants that gross 

more than $10 million 

annually, to list sodium 

and calorie amounts on 

their menus.

*Primary impact for costs 

of health care

Enforcement: Public 

health – license 

suspension/revocation

Devise a bylaw that 

would mandate menu-

labeling

Enforcement: Public 

health – license 

suspension/revocation 

(local impact only)



Let’s find the bill!

1. What jurisdiction (i.e. which government)?

– Ontario, Federal, etc?

2. What timeframe?

– Be careful since bill numbers are “recycled”

3. Which free government website?

– Ontario: http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/home.do

– Federal: http://www.parl.gc.ca/Default.aspx

http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/home.do
http://www.parl.gc.ca/Default.aspx












Caught 

Speeding?



Let’s find the act!

1. What jurisdiction (i.e. which government)?

– Ontario, Federal, etc?

2. What statute?

3. What section?

4. Which free government website?

– CanLII: http://canlii.org/en/index.html

http://canlii.org/en/index.html














CanLII

• CanLII is an “umbrella” website for legal 

information in Canada

• CanLII does not produce its own content, but 

rather gathers content from the official sources 

(Canadian governments) and distributes it

• CanLII includes

– Statutes, regulations

– Cases, tribunal decisions



Self Study

• BC Courthouse Videos
– http://www.courthouselibrary.ca/training/videos.aspx

• Vendor videos – LawSource, Quicklaw, CanLII
– http://www.westlawcanada.com/online-learning-centre/

– http://www.lexisnexis.ca/en/support/training/training-materials.aspx

– http://www.canlii.org/en/blog/index.php?/archives/70-One-minute-legal-

research-A-student-made-video-series.html

• Local academic libraries – walk in privileges

• SLAW www.slaw.ca
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Courses

• Durham College – Legal Research and 

Information Management

– www.durhamcollege.ca/legalresearch

• Canadian Association of Law Libraries: 

New Law Librarians’ Institute

– Week long course, offered every couple of 

years

http://www.durhamcollege.ca/legalresearch


Statistics and Data Sources



Strike the match…

• Find your local academic library

– Find the data library/statistics resources page

• Here are some good ones!

– https://www.lib.uwo.ca/madgic

– http://www.library.carleton.ca/find/data

• See the “online help”

– http://datacentre.chass.utoronto.ca/

• Lists many data sources

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/madgic
http://www.library.carleton.ca/find/data
http://datacentre.chass.utoronto.ca/


LIGHT THE KINDLING…



Statistics



VERSUS…



Data



Sources of Statistics and Data

• Major surveys from Statistics Canada

• Other key providers of statistics

– CLHIA (Canadian Life and Health Insurance 

Association)

– Bank of Canada

– Conference Board of Canada



Some News Headlines

• High debt levels worry Canadians

• Study linking measles vaccine to autism was a fraud: Journal

• Medical radiation for kids raises concern about future cancers: study

• Air bags, poor economy led to big drop in road deaths: U.S. study

• Second vaccination cuts chickenpox cases

• Steward: Youth and newcomers gloomy about the future

• What retirement? More planning to work longer

• How shopaholics can cure themselves 



Feed the fire…



















Challenges with Statistics

• Comparability 

• Definitions

• Small area statistics





Community Profiles

• Produced with census data

• Provide statistics for census tracts

• Statistical geography:

– Canada

• Ontario

– Oshawa CMA/Census Metropolitan Area (includes 

Whitby and Clarington)

• Census Tract

• Learn more here: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-

recensement/2011/ref/overview-apercu/pop9-eng.cfm
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Self Study

• DLI Survival Kit

– http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dli-ild/guide-

trousse/guide-trousse/toc-tdm/3000279-eng.htm

• Statistics Canada Educational Materials

– http://www.statcan.gc.ca/edu/index-eng.htm

• Local academic libraries – walk in 

privileges
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Courses

• WISLL

– http://wisll.library.ualberta.ca/

• Statistics Canada Regional Workshops

– http://www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/workshop/wst.cgi

• Georgian, Humber – Research Analyst

• SLA Toronto Statistics Bootcamp Event

– http://toronto.sla.org/statistics-bootcamp-part-2-

may-23-2013/
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Business Information Sources



Strike the match….

• Find your local academic library

– Find the business resources page(s)

• Some good ones!

– http://guides.library.durhamcollege.ca/content.p

hp?pid=343264&sid=2807067

– http://www.lib.uwo.ca/business

– http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/business-home
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Light the kindling…

• Types of companies and what information 

is available

– public/private

– US/Canada/Foreign

• Stock trading/data

• Marketing data/statistics & market research

• Academic literature related to business



Feed the fire…

• Company rankings
– http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/rob-

magazine/top-1000/

• Government filings

– SEDAR: http://www.sedar.com/homepage_en.htm

– EDGAR: http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml

• Industry Canada
– http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/icgc.nsf/eng/h_07063.html
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Try it out!

1. Find an overview of the automotive 

industry in Canada

2. Find the latest SEDAR filings for RIM 

(Research in Motion)



Self Study

• YouTube

• Local academic libraries 

– Online guides: 

http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/content.php?pid

=96672&sid=1524123

– Online tutorials: 

http://mohawkcollege.ca.libguides.com/content.

php?pid=51324&sid=2444525

– Walk in privileges
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Courses

• Fanshawe – Information Security 
Management

• Algonquin – Marketing and Business 
Intelligence Research

• Durham – Legal Research and Information 
Management (specific courses)

• Check SLA and other associations for 
educational events



What area did you ignite/re-ignite 

today?

• Business

• Legal

• Statistics/Data



Questions?

Thank you for attending today.

If you want to learn more about the Legal Research 

and Information Management Program at Durham 

College, please see me at the table during break! 

Or visit our website: www.durhamcollege.ca/legalresearch

http://www.durhamcollege.ca/legalresearch

