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A SINCERE THANK YOU 

All members of the Niagara 
Regional Branch would like 

F. ' 

to express a sincere thank you 
to Barb Shannon and Andrew 
Port eus for their excellent 
work on behalf of the 
Association. They drafted 
letters in protest of the 
proposed budget cut of the 
Niagara Falls Public Library. 
Their effort was successful , 
and copies of the letters are 
enclosed in this mailing. 

We ,.ould also like to thank 
Barb for the high quality of 
work she is doing with the 
newsletter. 

APRIL MEETING A SUCCESS 

The highlight of the April 
meeting was a talk on job 
interviews, given by Mrs. 
Molson , Librarian at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Public 
Library. Her talk was both 
informative and entertaining, 
and we would like to express 
our appreciation to her. 

COMING EVENTS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24 , 1979 

Picnic at Fireman's Park, 
Niagara Falls (weather 
permitting). Details will 
follow. 

THIS MONTH : VlEDNESDAY , MAY 30 

The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 30, at Centennial 
Secondary School, 240 Thorold Road 
West , WeIland . 

Featured will be a post-conference 
roundtable, where conference 
participants will be asked to give 
thei r views on the workshops held. 

Also: "Pack your own shute ", a 
film relating to self motivation, 
will be shown. 

Raffle A copy of Barry Bowes' 
book, " Between the stacks", will 
be raffled at the meeting. The 
foll owing is an excerpt : 

It's no wonder most members 
of the public don ' t realize 
there are differences in 
status between individuals. 
Little do they suspect that 
some of us are professional 
and some not professional. 
A few might think we 're all 
equally stupid. (p.9) 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Just a reminder that non-members 
are welcome to attend our meeting s 

Fee structures are as follows : 

Full member 

Student member 

Associate member 

Institutional membe r 

$20/year 

$ 6/year 
$16/year 

$35/year 
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By NANCY llr;YNOLDS 
Review Staff Writer 

Niagara Falls Library BO<trd is prepared to 
show cause why city council should not cut any 
substanUal amount from the 1979 budget ,md 
why branch libraries should he preserved. 

Countil tried to cut SlLO,{j(JO from the city's 
share of the library service's £875,000 budget 
Tuesday. then tried for a S50,OOtl reduction, and 
finally tabled thc issue until next week. 

The Library Ooard h:!s until Friday to pr ,)Vide 
city stJ.ff with any additil)r.:tI rationale Cor the 
bud get, which came in well within the city's six 
per cent incr('ase guideline. 

The board decided Wednr sday the brief will 
outline the costs of oper.· ling each of the thrc.-e 
branch Jil.>rari~s; tbC:' c:.mOL:d of use; the am{,uol 
of savine; Pwt might result irom closure; ar.d the 
died of io:;ing many of tli(': intangible benefits a 
commu;li tv der ives from a library , 
LESS 'i'1-L':N BEFORE 

"We rel..uced our last ye3r's budget $35.01)0," 
Frank Lewis , ch.lirman of the bo,;rd, s2id. "A 
reduct:o:l of SlflO,OOO would leave us in the po:;i
tian of trying to operate" ith SGti,OOO l£ss than the 
amount \\le found absolutely necessary last 
year." 

A committee of the volunteer board will meet 
Thursday with chief librarian Dorothy Van Slyke 

haret J.nn milny peop le- are out of work, libraries 
b"come evcn r.lore vitill, b('cau:.;r culture, 
technicaltr.:lin ing, recn'.I Uon are as ncar as the 
book shelvc.;;, and arc free, for ~'Ilildr{'fl of the 
poor thCfC <lIT toy~, pictures. IllUSIC, story hou l's, 
countless programs <lnct tlie \"ast world of 
rC<lding, ' 

~Iiss-Van Sl\'ke said a travel $tatemcnt made 
b\' a counc il nlembl'r TlI'!sday, \';hich placed any 
library clirnt \,' ilhin III to ,:0 minutes walking or 
dri\'in-g time of the rnainlibrJ.ry, is "unrealistic" 
and shoul t! I)I~ clJrrcclcd. 

"What about a pre·school child Eying on 
Garner Hond or an elccrly p(.r~ Jn (""pn ci?ser:," 
she ~aid. "En.:on Ir a bus 01" ca f wrrc ,J\'<lllabIC, 
thc time in\,ol\,t,'c i~ mu~l1 f!f(' .. h·r and may be 
iar beyond wiltlt 111=lt pCn,111l C:lfl achieve." 
CA~ BUY BOO:(S 

Then there is.:l pH'mlse nlt!ntiollcd by a council 
member thai ~ t: 1.;) 1 (' rr:-.d for recrL'ation and 
pit:o .IStll'l' only and l::in huy a~ no\'("\ or two at the 
cornN store. 

This too is not based 011 Ulcl, )U~s \ 'an Slyke 
said. 

" This is fine if YOli Ciln J. [[ord it," '~ hl' said, 
Hut aldermen {"lHilpll:tl'iy onrl\)okcd those who 

. rl'ad lor {'{luC':.Jtillll, training, r esrart:!J or 
bu~i!ll'sS purpo:.;rs," 

And thl're is tll(, cultural 3spl'rt. Fine musii.:, 

to put d;c brief on paper, but huC:!rd members 
seemed silocked and reeling fI om the enormity 
of the hi ow from council. 

Mr. Lewis said council found ttfi! hudget "un· 
satisfactory" and Icngthy dcb:.tte did not n~~ult in 
eithcr passage or refusal of the c)cument. 

The bO(l rti could not cut the spcnding forecast 
Wednesday uecausc every couference, e\'ery 
travel allowGlnce, cvery contingency had already 
been removed. 
PROBE CLOSU;G 

Mr. Lewis su rrcstcd the board look at the ef
fect of cloc-inp, branch liuraries, a,; council pro
posed, wilh the Ciction to t il!~C place "AIlJlost im
mediately," 

"Which brllr.ches?" Pat Fccnev asl\ed, (lnd 
Mr. Lewis said he gained the impression Stam
ford iJ.nd Drum mond brDnch ... s \;ere in jct)pardy. 

"The p icture J ~ol was th.:.t a iJrar.rh in Chip
pawa and th is main I:brary may be all council 
envisagE'S," Mr. L:.wis s:1 i\l. 

:1r. r'eeney said St~.mf(: rd lihnl"j' is in leased 
qU:lI'Icrs wilh ri ve years of liie letise stiit to 
[ulfilL 

Where will the books go? 
Where \v illthe people who borrow them go? 
How will they get there? 
How much eileet will this have (In the opera· 

tion of the main library? 

MOVE BOOKS 
The board agreed that the'books arc still nl'cd

ed by the community ~o they must be shifted 
eHher to overcrowded Chippawa bcmch, where 
there is no space, 01' to the main IiLrary. wh ich 
was 1I0t designed to absorb two branch opera
tions, 

Tile same lIumbers of staff will br Ilt'('ded .to 
~crvc the same numbel's of clit-Ilts :mct this will 
compound a space and pnrking problem already 
ex isting in Vktoria A venue: qU;lrters. 

The hoard owns Drummond Bra:1ch library on 
Main Street, so the insurance <:nd other costs 
rclated to owncrship will btl on while only utility 
co ::, ts will be saved unless someone buys the 
builu;ng. 

"What about thc groups who routinely use the 
library meeting Toems?" ;\lrs. E. Newby asked, 
"Where willlhcy go?" 

"\','ilat abollt the children's pro~rams at 
Drummond?" she askc.d, "Many of till:! children 
wal t. to that libr~!l'\,," 

This is also true of Stamford branch. 
~ORr; OF LIFE 

"We must try to get council to a}:rec to the 
::lremise that libra ric::; and similar instiluiiolls 
arc at the very core of the quality of life of a com
munity," Mr, Feeney said. 

And the board agreed that when times are 
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paintings for loan, re fercnce hooks on ti ,e arts 
and on travel, c(lnr('rts and pq::;rams, presented 
und('r federill and pro"incial prnr;r1ms. are 
aVJil able to those who might not be able to buy 
them. 

Statistics, microfilmed records. l:overnme,nt 
reports, and countless technical. referenc'! boo!:s 
uc also a\'ai\ahle plus the a::slstancc of hl.'hly 
trained people ilnel a national /ii:twork of 
resource matcri :l l. 

"Pleasure I'l',!ding is such a snl!1I pilrt of t,he 
librar\' function but illoomcd so large'," she 5.1ld, 
CA:, '1' COMPETE . 

School tihl'ari{'s c,:lI1'l comprte with the hours 
ur the exto.! of ('{,mmunity facili:j,~f, ~ r.;! :,JI"{~ 
planned to be l'IlPlpalthie \~',it h lo~al lihrari • .'.~. :lOt 
replace thclIl, And 5.:11001 hbl'anc~ ~I!'C available 
only to students. hoard mcmbe:'s s:.1t1.. . . 

Comparisons of Ill(' /lll~lb~rs (If l;br~m's In 
m~midp.:l liti es haH' "Ny IIl ,t lc ,',lillc UJ:.css y~u 
stud \' th{' his toric, !!('ugri1plllc, and dl'JJn I! raplllC 
reasons for tbe hraol't1l'5, IhC' b,},Ll'd ~! :! r('cd. 

Fort E:ne, (or in ~ta l!rl'. ha:-, ft.ur iiiJ ran('$ and 
is cxp:Hldin ~~ thc main one, ::it. Cat\JJ.r!nes has 
four and has rec.lrdcd.:l sc,'cn ('l'1' cent ltIcrl';\se 
ill the budget for them. ~i =- v?ra·'Jfl·the:La ke 
retf.'l1tly Jpprun.'d a Ll per rent 1II~'rt'asc III the 
IilJrary buugd, ~lrs, :,'cwby :-;al(l. . , 

Niagara Falls gained {Oil I' libraries by 

am::lgatnation Ron Picrce said, Clnd th('f.e hJ.s 
beell a ste :ldv incl'casp. in the u~e of them J. d. 

In ;"iarcll."2..,Oi-t p<!otJlc us\.d the milln jibrafY 
and 2,57" the Drummond Hr.:lnch. Sla;,,!ora Ccn· 
tre had 7,917 clients and Clli[}J}Jwa 3,;,,)..':. 

Iri addition 339 people used the [)rtJljlnlOnd 
br ;:! nch rcferenr,e ~ r ction !;: ·1.096 Ow \'ittoria 
Iibr3ry: 612 in ChIP1HlW[~ ... :d u:~ in St:!llliord. 

In total, ,15.53:; peopk~ In !hc City used ,j libra ry 
in i'lIarch (';omp,lred to ·W.951 in the ~,~, . I H! mon,!h 
last vcaL At £:v(' ry 10tJtioil drcul:ItJ(ln h;l:> Ill
cl"C'lsed , 

In addition, !Ilerc is a sCf\'ice for shut·i ! ,~, alld 
104:17 atlPnc\£'d C\'l'Il!s at the librarir :" /~nvthei' 
l .?ll borro\\ t'd records :md xu:! t)()lTOI\t:1 {UIIlS., 

Why nre eo~ts Sl) much gre:ller f(lJ' tll(' lllil10 
lihrar\'? , 

\tis~ Van Slyke silid .dm ili\stration, r('pC'lI's, 
c(lt alo!~lIin g, and all tC'ch:lirai work is (: l!.I:>th,t'r.:! 
so till' hight'st 'pr ict'd st;.fi is thuc. l:J ~: H.ila!n, 
the comparison is hdwl'en tl: C' br;'Hl .:JI'.'.; Willi 
nl.oO\i{ 3,0I .. U squ.lre ft'C't and the 4"i,CO\) sql!Jr(' fe f't 
at the main library. 

']'Ill' l ' .. Sl'llCe of til(' hoard's submis';li:1 ;lppe~rs 
to be tll:11 Hhran('s .:lre "a r reat, iOIli;· ldstmg 
['('sl)urce fol' ('vcn' body in ItH~ l:oIllIHU!lily." 

"We dun't sen:c all~' ~pel:!al int('l'e. t ! ~rou p." 
:\11'. Lewis sa id. "We have sun1l'thlll ~; fo ~ 
everybody," 
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Members of the public are I 

rallying around the public: 
library b03rd in Us attempt to 
forestalllJudget cuts from thc cj· 
ty. 

Copic!) of a petition were plac
ed in the [cur Iibrari( s ThursdJY 
and by th is rnOin:fLl~ ::Imost 1,CilQ 
names had k ell collu:tca, And 
li bl':lt'y U~' ~I'S :lre fCqucsiillg 
copics to dl:itributc at club 
meelings an j tate (bor to door 
in their nc ighborhoods, 

The city b l!~: ~ .! t y,'as , dl.:' l.:;ycj 
Tucsdav when CIJur.cil c:lu!d not 
decide i,\'h~t 10 do <luout Iibrar ..... 
costs Clnd Cl. me(t in ~ will be held 
MondJ)" at cHy hall to further 
discuss the rr" ' ~ · t:' -, Members of 
the pu!,lic v:hO ~: : f n the p~titim' 
are btdnf1 ask u.! to show their 
support . by at:eilding that 
mcclinr" Dorothy Van Slyk£:, 
chief lHira ri:-,n s:. id, 

,~, I 

DOROTHY VAN SLYKE 
, ' , asks support 

requ~sted budget, Frank Lewis, 
board cha irman, said this morn
ing, 

The board is requesting 
$6R9,B13 from the city this year 
to cover part of ils S875,Ii(lO 
b\l(! t~ct. The rest of the money 
cc .. les from service and fee 
revenue and from the provincial 
gtt ,'",,:-;-; Illl'IlL 

The nqut sl is a ~,6 per-cent 
increa!"c O\'{'r JilS. VI'~ar and the 
b02rd will prcselll it hl'ief to 
council i\Jnnday asking that 
th(-ir lHJdgctl'eque<;t be accepted 
without cuts, i\liss Van SIyke 
s,l id , 

MI', Lewis said the bo:trd is 
taking- the position !:!ai if they 
accept <lny cuts at :tli they would 
be 1.)(~j,JW las t yem's ser"ices if 
the buJget is cut. s;tying it would 
have to be a deci .:::. ion of the 
uoard , 

Sh~ s.:id 4('0 people signed the 
petition at the main libr:liY 
Thursday and Itport!' from 

, Stamford and Drummond bran
ches \Icrc mor~ than 1uO and 123 

tt ... aHable from Chippawa at 
pres,; ti me, 

"The bud"el has 1101. been 
pa!'sc.d," h.!" sa id, "We don't 
know \\'hcr~ WE! s ~ and vet." 

he said cCl:ncii hai asked the 
b{l::rd to prep;:re a statcOIcnl on 
what SoJ.vings wouJ a be realized respectively, No figures were 

'j he Ii!)rary board is not 
prepareu to tal;:c any cut in its 

Library cuts denies 
rights, society says 

The Editor: 
We, the members of the 

Niagara n ~~ gi(),na~ Bnwcll,of the 
Ontario AssuCla1: ull of Library 
Technicians Ass(Jcial:oll des 
BitJliolechnicicns de I'Ontilrio. 
were appalled at thf. npparcnt 
irrc :\pollsibilily of City Council 
In its drast ic measure:; proposed 
that would den~ citizens of 
Nial!ara Falls their ('uJ!Ur~l l and 
educational rights, The ir
reparable damogl! cJused b,Y 
such action would have set thiS 
city back by decades, 

The library's \'alue to the com-

mUllitv can:1ot be determined in 
dollars and cents; unfortuJiate
Iv soc let \' tCrids to place a c10Jlar 
\:;;lllC on eVC'i")'lhing, The ex
cell"nt service provided by the 
library is ticpend.mt on the 
amouilt of fundillf, pro\'ided,To 
St'\', where It: ~ ir policy may lead, 
perhJPs City Council !'h:luld pay 
a \' isH to the !it'lrarv ;;nd borrow 
a copy of . 'F'arcnhcit '151", 

il:IAGAHA HEGJONAL 
HRA~CIf , 

OALT,AIlO 
Andrew Porleus, 

President 

if any or a ll branches of the 
librar y n.re closed and that will 
he presented Monday at. the 
meeting, 

Asked if sta ff layoffs are a 
possibility, Mr, Lewis said 
"we're not e\'en thinking nl.>out 
!avo(fs, " 

Atis ,<; Van Slyke said the rrac' 
lion iroill Gw public is on~~ of 
shock , wh('n thfY realiz~ some 
IJr:mr.hcs are th reatened with 
ci,jsing, 

" People ar e surprised our 
branch system is in jeopardy 
a[ter its long history," she sald, 

La_l year th ~ city cut ~:35 , OOO 
from the library'S budg ... ·L This 
year dist!isslon in c:)ufi:-ii hJS 
ranged from no cuts to cmli:'lg 
as mueh nS Slf.J,OvlJ from Ihe 
library, rhc pdition states il llle 
cuts sU C: ~l:stcd by som.2 
alderme:, are n;(1dc it coull..! 
mean drastic;!!ly curlJiled sel'
vice which could re~uH in the 
possibility of ch);jng .1t ' I. :' .,! two 
branch: <; and reduced service at 
the main library on Vll'tor ia 
Avenue, 



" ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF L10RARY TECHNICIAN'SjASSOCIAT10N DES 8IB U OTEC HI-IICIENS DE L'ONTAnlO 

Niagara Regional Branch, 
OALT/ABO 
P.O. Box 611 
Niagara Falls , Ontario 
L2E 6V5 

21 April 1979 

Members of City Counci l 
City of Niagara Falls 
4310 Queen Street 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 
L2E 6X5 

Dear Alderman: 

As the local chapter of OALT/ABO , the Niagara Regional Branch 
would like to express conccrn for the future of the Niagara 
~alls Public Library . 

We fe e l that the library is an essential service , providing 
9ultural, educational and recreational pursuits to city 
residents. The proposed cutback would force the library 
to l imit and curtail these vita l services. 

Children, our future leaders , need to be stimulated by the 
vast expanse of knowledge available in order that they grow 
to their fullest capacity. The public library is a grea t 
source of stimUlation , and it's i mportance should not be 
und e restimated . 

All age groups enjoy the pleasant atmosphere of the branch 
libraries and would certainly ~eel the loss should they be 
fo rced ,to close . 

As c i tizens of this conUl1Unity and as a professiona l 
organization, we urge you to ensure that the excellent 
service provided 1>y the library can be maintained in 1979 
by accepting the proposed budget . 

Sincerely, 

NIAGARA REGIONAL BHI\NCIl , OALT/ABO 

AndreI" Portc>us , 
President 



Ontario Associ' .[ion of Lihrury Tcchnici;:msl 
Association ci0S Oibliotechniciens de l'Ontario 
P.O, Elox 682 
Oakville, Ontario 
L6J 1C5 " , ! 

Niagara Regiona l Branch , 
OAL'r/ABO 
P.O. Box 611 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 
L2E 6VS 

21 Apr il 1979 

His Worship Hayor \'layne Thomson and 
members of City Council 
Ci ty of Niagara Fa lls 
4310 Queen Street 
Ni agara Falls, Ontario L2E 6XS 

Dear Hr . Thomson and members of City Council : 

The Niagara Regional Branch of the Ontario Associat i on of 
Library Technicians/Association des Bibliotechniciens de 
l' Ontario is very concerned about the effect the proposed 
budget cut of the Library Board will have on all citizens 
of Niagara Falls. 

Over the years, the library system has been of i mmeasurable 
service to the co~~unity , serving preschoolers to senior 
citizens, service organizations and clubs, the handicapped , 
and others with special nee ds . To curtail these vital 
programs would discredit the library ' s fine reputation and 
deprive our residents of one of the city's finer services . 

One of the l ibrary's main functions is to provide current 
information in the form of books , both fiction and non
fiction, records and tapes , art, films , theatre , and d i splays 
and demonstrations of cotlUl1lmit.y resources . Due t o the 
$35,000 budget cut in 1978 , it hJS been difficult for the 
l ibrary to maintain its high quality of service to the 
community. During these times of inflation, a 4 . 6% increase 
in budget reflects the library board's concern for the 
taxpayer, and their realistic financial policies . '1'0 cut. 
their existing budget would certainly be detrimental to the 
community. 



Mr. Thomson and members of City Council -2 

Branch libraries were ipt;r:oduccd in this city to provide 
service to those unable'~o travel to the main branch. This 
system has proven to be most effective in serving all age 
groups. To expect toddlers and senior citizens to travel 
to one distant l ocation is both irresponsible and unrea listic. 

The library buildings themselves are of great value to the 
community, as they arc frequented regularly by many. 
Facilities at the branches are well used because of their 
strategic locations. The closure of thcse buildings would 
result in a serious loss to the people of these districts. 

The possibilit.y of losing the dedicated and capable staff of 
the branch libraries is disturbing. As some of the city's 
mor e visible employees , they would be sorely missed . 

As a professional organization, OALT/ABO is dedicated to 
being receptive and aware of the con~tant changes and needs 
in the field of library technology, and the community. In 
order to do tllis, conferences and workshops are held throughout 
the year. Last year ' s budget cut elimina ted staff attendance 
at these important functions, therefore making it more 
difficult for them to advance according to the needs of the 
conununi ty. Any further reduction in staf f or in funds will 
have damaging effects. 

The citizens of Niagara Falls are entiti r d to 
and educational value of the public library. 
urge you to accept the proposed budget of the 
as it stands. 

Sincerely, 

NIAGARA REGIONAL BRANCH, OALT/ABO 

Andre" Porteus 
President 

ce: Mr . Roger Young, Member of Parliament 

the cultura l 
\"e tLerefore 
library board 

Mr. Vince Kerrio, Member of Provincial Parliament 
Mr. Rueben C. Baetz, Minister of Culture and Recreation 




