


PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Itis a strange
feeling knowing this
is the last time I will
write this column in
my role as president
of OALT/ABQ. Like
many presidents
before me and many
(I'm sure) to come, 1
feel this is a time to
reflect upon our
accomplishments. To
list them here, how-
ever, might seem
petty to those who
are unfamiliar with
work at the provin-
cial level where the
separate decisions of
seven regions usually
evolve into one
united voice. To be an
active participant in
this process is a joy,
indeed.

One of the
more difficult chal-
lenges of my tenure
was the reduction in
the length and fre-
quency of face-to-face
meetings. Over the
past two years we
have experimented
with telecon-
ferencing, reducing
overall costs and
time. These changes
were a direct result of
frequent late night
discussions with
other administrative
members (while
supposedly trying to
get a good night's

sleep in preparation
for an early Saturday
board meeting). We
have our former
secretary, Diana
Doxtdator, to thank
for providing the
information and
contacts necessary to
make the telecon-
ference meetings a
success. Thank you,
Lady Di!

There isa
terrific feeling of
satisfaction when a
job is successfully
completed and | have
had the honour of
working with many
bright and talented
people in OALT/
ABO. Some of you
will remember being
approached to run
for an executive
position and feeling
totally inadequate for
the post. Yet you not
only got the job done,
but excelled, while
stretching your wings
and discovering a
new world of confi-
dence and opportuni-
ties. What a pleasure
to see the growth;
what a delight to
have gotten to know
you better!

It is tempting
to list all those people
with whom a close
affinity has devel-
oped, but there are so

many. Some are no
longer members of
OALT/ABO for
various professional
or personal reasons,
but the benefits of
having known them
and worked with
them are eternal.
Thank you all!

It must be
evident that OALT/
ABO has been and
will always be a
major part of my life.
It is a professional
organization which
has grown and
changed and
ovecome many
difficulties. With your
help, your input,
your caring, you can
keep this unique
professional associa-
tion working for you.
Whatever you do to
help will always be
felt and appreciated.

1 wish the
incoming administra-
tion a year in which
they meet new chal-
lenges successfully
and continue to build
important networks
for all library techni-
cians.

A final wish
for one and all, “May
the wind always be at
your back.”

Bette Gore
President

Looking to the Year 2000:

Information Frofessionals
Chart the Course

The Special
Libraries Associa-
tion’s 84th annual
conference will take
place on June 5-10,
1993 in Cincinnati,
Ohio. SLA is the third
largest information-
related association in
the world. The group
encompasses 55
geographical chap-
ters throughout the
US.A,, Canada and
Europe. As well,
there are 27 subject
specific divisions.

I am looking
forward to attending
this year's conference
as there is an excel-
lent array of work-
shops, programs, and
exhibits planned. All
OALT/ABO mem-
bers should encour-
age their employers
to send them to
library conferences.
Professional develop-
ment is an essential
part of keeping
current on new
trends in the library
world. Continuing
education benefits
both employees and
employers.

Summary of OALT/ABO Board Meeting

A Board of
Directors/Executive
Meeting took place
February 6, 1993. This
was a teleconference
meeting at various
sites.

All reports
were accepted with
the exception of
Lohania’s due to the
director’s absence.

A revised
master list of mem-
bers will be produced
for regions to dupli-
cate as needed. A
regular column of
additions and
changes will appear
in Newsletter/
Nouvelles beginning
in September.

The Associa-
tion will translate the
annual reports of the
Board of Directors/
Executive and the
minutes of the 1992
ABM.

Marsha Hunt
(PR) will investigate
OALT/ABO's par-
ticipation in the CLA
conference (Hamil-
ton, June 1993). There
will be no involve-
ment in the OLA
conference in No-
vember.

The greeting
cards collected dur-
ing Reflections 93
will be donated to the
Hamilton branch of
the Canadian Cancer

Society on behalf of
OALT/ABO. There
will be a contest for
the best-decorated
card collecting box.
The Library
Technician Bibliogra-
phy project is almost
completed. The list
will be annotated.
Work contin-
ues on the OALT/
ABO constitution
with important
revisions necessary.
Judy Koenig
(Huronia) and Toni
Ariganello (TALTA)
will assist Susan
Morley in recruit-
ment of volunteers to
help on this project.

The Annual
Business Meeting, at
Reflections ‘93, has
been moved from
Monday afternoon to
Wednesday evening
(May 12). Conference
packages to be
mailed mid-March,

The next
executive/board
meeting takes place
Saturday, April 3,
1993 at the Richview
Public Library in

Toronto.

William Land
Secretary

Some of the
planned continuing
education courses at
the SLA conference
include: Advance
Topics in Managerial
Decision Making;
CD-ROM: Local and
Wide-Area Net-
works; Competing
Abroad: Acquiring
European Company
Information; Corpo-
rate Library Excel-
lence; Introduction to
Internet; Practical
Indexing and Ab-
stracting for In-
House Databases.

A tremendous
opportunity exists for
all OALT/ABO
members to share
their combined
experiences. If you
attend a conference,
continuing education
course, or seminar, let
us know. Take the
time to write a brief
review of the high-
lights which are of
value to all techni-
cians.

Brady Leyser
TALTA

Internet?

Is your library
connected to the
Internet system? If so
and you have any
tips or tricks for
navigating the sys-
tem or searching the
various catalogs and
databases, please
send suggestions to
me at the address
below:

Linda Davis
Ministry of Northern
Development and
Mines

6th Floor

159 Cedar Street
Sudbury, Ontario
P3E 6A5
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ADay in the Lite of... Old Fort Willam Library

A library
technician working in
the library at Thun-
der Bay’'s Old Fort
William is an im-
mensely fortunate
individual. As soon
as you leave your car
in the morning to
walk to the East
House where the
library is housed, you
realize this. The walk
is about five minutes
through a poplar
forest, past the pali-
sade, on to the recon-
structed site.

At 8:00 in the
morning, the slanting
rays of the sun colour
the tops of the trees
on the opposite bank
of the Kaministiquia
River. The site is
quiel, yel resonant
with the ghosts of the
past. The only sounds
at this time of day
might be the bleat of
the sheep as they
graze, the distant call
of a lone raven, or the
occasional softly
muted moo from the
farm. The feeling of
being a witness to a
life long gone is
strong. The tlwentieth
century is, for a few
minutes, a fading
reality as you stand
in quiet contempla-
tion of the lives of all
those who lived,
worked and played
at Fort William so
long ago. A very
meditative way to
start the day.

However, the
twentieth century
comes back into focus
in the East House
with the sounds of
the photocopier,
telephones, printer
and typewriters,
Even here though, it
doesn’t take long to
realize that this is a
library with a differ-
ence. Perhaps the
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weathered moose
skull with the four-
foot span of antlers
resting in the fire-
place is the first clue.
The squared beams,
the snowshoes hang-
ing above the mantel,
or the first glimpse of
a person in the his-
toric costume of a
native woman, or a
voyageur, all con-
spire to make the
visitor aware that
there is a unique
ambience here—an
ambience that speaks
to our special collec-
tion and to all the
people who have
helped in accumulat-
ing the resources over
the years.

The library
was developed pri-
marily for the use of
the Old Fort
William’s permanent
and seasonal staff,
and the volunteers. It
houses an extensive
research collection
drawn from a wide
range of sources.
While its early pur-
pose was to ensure
the authenticity of the
reconstruction, the
collection has been
expanded to provide
documentation for
the development and
implementation of
the interpretive and
furnishings pro-
grams. Currently it is
used mainly by the
summer seasonal
staff and by a small
but very loyal group
of patrons including
historical re-enactors,
history teachers and
students, and history
buffs of all ages.

The collection
is concentrated on fur
trade history, prima-
rily the pre-Confed-
eration period. How-
ever, we have very
well-developed areas
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beyond that, includ-
ing the period trades
such as coopering,
blacksmithing,
tinsmithing, etc,;
cookery and materia‘ll
culture such as the
fine arts, silverware,
porcelain, etc. of the
time; and native
culture and crafts.

A summer
day in the life of this
library is a daily
adventure, While the
normal library duties
must be accom-
plished, the priority is
to be of help to any-
one who walks
through our door.
That can include a
sick youngster, tired
tourist, or innumer-
able costumed inter-
preters. During the
summer, the staff of
the lihrary increases
300% to include the
technician (me), plus
a research student
and a library assist-
ant. During the rest of
the year, | must be
very comfortable
with my own com-
pany, because it is
only the technician’s
position which con-
tinues on through the
Sea50NS,

Itis e&-pea.ially
exciting when visitors
or costumed rendez-
VOus parf:lmp“mta
stop in. They all have
their stories to tell
and | truly enjoy the
human contact that is
all part and parcel of
my job. It can be
surprising, however,

when you look up
and see a client stand-
ing there in nothing
but a breechcloth and
leggings. It some-
times takes a good
deal of focus to main-
tain a professional
demeanour.

There are real
cycles of activity at
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Old Fort William
Library and they are
intimately connected
to the cycles of na-
ture. The activity
begins to increase in
the spring with the
return of the summer
students for orienta-
tion, bringing with
them all kinds of
positive energies, like
sap rising in the trees.

During the
summer, the library
resembles Grand
Central Station some
days. Then, in the fall,
as the students
slowly trickle back to
their other lives, the
site and the library
become, once again,
more relaxed and
sedate, less frantic,
The winter is the time
for the long term
projects—the time to
settle in, keep warm
and, on the moderate
days, ski the river at
lunch time,

There is a
natural reality to
these cycles that is
restful to the soul and
timeless in its con-
stancy. The impera-
tives of each season
may have changed in
200 years but at OFW
Llhrary, there is a
parallel through time
that exists in fewer
and fewer places in
the twentieth century.

Perhaps that is
why this is not so
much “a day in the
life of Old Fort
William Library” as it
is a description of the
ambience and
rhythm of life as it is
experience here. And,
[ suppose that's what
it's all about in the
end—libraries, life
and loving what you
do.

Shawm Allaire
Thunder Bay
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I've got a great
idea! Why d%?‘l ‘t ngé
change the name of the
Association’s newslet-
ter to read Information
Bulletin because in
essence that is exactly
what it is,

For example, in
the latest edition there
were 2 (count "em “2")
articles that could be
remaotely classified as
being newsworthy.
Boring! Boring! Boring!

[ enclose for
your perusal a copy of
Library Mosaic, a
newletter magazine
produced by CO.LT.
in the United States.
Mosaic, which is a bi-
monthly publication,
carries a theme for each
published edition and
at the same time is not
afraid to go out and
charge for advertising
space.

In conclusion,
until this Information
Bulletin presents a more
professional array of
newsworthy articles |
shall continue to
deposit it in my circular

file.

Doug Willford
Halton-Peel

Information fo
Contnbutors

The editor welcomes ary
prbicles i tetes il of frederest
tor the Library Techticians of
Chutariv. Comteibutions shenbd e
fygpreet e e saele of Hhe purper
dennlty. Innetuele your full meme,
telephone amiber, aud regiool
affitition, Frapch dranslation of
fficial execottfve brsiness is
prroeidead, Otrernpise, pulilicatfor
teill fae poe Hhie fnganase of
sulwrission,

NEWSLETTER/NOUVELLES
Editor

Linda Davis

1267 Cardingl Court
Sudbary, Ontario

F3A 3C2

Job Linison Contacts

Halton-Peel:

Gisela Smiithson

(416) 279-9973
Huronia; Judy Koeniy
(7005} 444-1076
Lotansia: Donmg Fossum
(519) 668-7823

Ohtroa; Tan Leslie

(613} 225-9504
Sndbwry: Lindn Davis
(7003} 566-9374
Thoader Bay: Joyee Torma
(817 345-5008
TALTA: Grace Lofters
(416) 238-5646
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