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Truth - Objective, verifiable, provable with 

evidence  

Truthiness

Post-Truth

- The feeling that something is true 

regardless of evidence

- The complete disregard of facts in 

favour of an emotional response
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- Nov 2016: comments during a Q&A following a 

lecture at Cambridge

- Similar comments made in both 2014 and 2012

- Hawking is a Mathematician,

Cosmologist and Theoretical 

Physicist. 

- Expertise in one field

does not equal 

expertise in all

fields.
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- 1998: published in Lancet connecting MMR to autism

- Began the “Anti-Vaxxer” movement

- Noted a significant rise in diagnosed cases of autism 

from 1970 to the modern day

- Entire methodology was unethical and flawed.
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- 1993: small letter 

published in Nature 

- Small study that made no 

conclusions  

- Data was misinterpreted 

in a 1997 popular 

publication  

- Two separate meta-

studies dispelled any 

ambiguity    
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- 2011: OPERA team announced unexplainable

discovery

- Submitted the data for peer-review

- Recognized that the data was beyond

their ability to interpret

- Five other labs replicated the test 

- Based on results of peer-review,

OPERA was able to identify the fault 
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1 Muppets gif. Web 05 May. 2017 

<https://giphy.com/gifs/muppets-steve-martin-kermit-the-frog-

FYYpqGa49qDM4>


