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from the President

1989 is going to be a busy year for Huronia. Much of the planning for the
1990 conference has to be done this year. We have a good conference
committee who have been meeting frequently to get things underway.

March 18th is the annual meeting in Barrie at the public library. Elections
will be held in the afternoon. Please consider letting your name stand for
any of the positions. The President, Director and Treasurer cannot run for
re-election. Our constitution states that a person can only hold the same
position for three years in a row.

If you know of other technicians or interested persons who would like to
come bring them along. Check the notice of meeting which you will be receiving
soon for the R.S.V.P.

See you on the 18th.

Janet Iles

President



FIRST LIBRARY TECH STUDENTS GRADUATE

A two-year diploma program with a long history, but a low profile has
produced its first graduates.

At the October 29 convocation in Barrie, Judith Koenig of Collingwood
and Bonnie Reynolds of Midland graduated from the School of Continuous
Learning, the first two students to complete Georgian’s Library Technican
Diploma program.

Judith and Bonnie merit extra congratulations because they completed
their program entirely through part-time studies. Both entered the program
in 1982, and have been conscientiously taking courses and completing
field placements every since. The program consists of lirbary-specif ic
courses, which are taught on Saturdays, and general education courses,
which are evening courses. Consequently the students not only have
to give up a lot of evenings, they must committ most Saturdays to the
program as well.

Further, Judy and Bonnie continued this demanding schedule for six years,
sometimes even giving up facations in order to complete field placements,
while holding full-time jobs. For Judith Koenig, the jewel in this hard-
earned crown was graduating on the Dean's List.

Spend  Some
work .  -boo Ç
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PIZZA CASSEROLE

1 pk. - 4oz. sliced pepperoni (or buy your own and slice it after boiling)
1 medium onion chopped fine (optional)
butter for sauteing
about 6 oz. thin spaghetti cooked for 10 minutues, drain
1 pkg. ( 4  oz.) grated Swiss cheese
1 pkg. sliced Mozzarella cheese
1 can ( 8 oz.) tomato sauce
1 can (10 oz.) mushrooms
h tsp. oregano

tsp. basil

Boil pepperoni to remove excess fat for 5 minutes in water to cover, then drain
well.
If adding onions - saute in 1 1/3 tbsp, butter until golden brown
Preheat oven to 350°
Put spaghetti in casserole, cover with tomato sauce.
Add the following ingredients in order listed:
one half of the swiss cheese
one half of the pepperoni
one half of the mozzarella cheese
all of the mushrooms and onions
sprinkle with oregano and basil
Top with the remainder of Swiss cheese, pepperoni and finally the mozzarella
cheese.
Bake for 35-45 minutes in 3500 oven or until bubbly

Serves approximately 6

A HEMINGWAY DINNER

Poppa ’s Dubla 1s

2 oz. rum
4 oz. grapefruit juice
twist of lime

Swordfish Ernest

4 swordfish steaks at least 1" thick
2 tbsp, choped chives
6 tbsp. butter
h tsp. garlic powder or 1 crushed clove of garlic
1 tsp. celery salt
pinch of cayenne pepper

Cocktails:

Main Dish:
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Blend together, butter, chives, garlic and seasonings to make a paste.
Place steaks on a grill pan and spread h the paste on one side of the steaks.
Broil for 3 minutes in a preheated oven.
Turn steaks and put other half of paste on and broil another 3 minutes.
Serve at once.

Serves 4

Dessert: Key Lime Pie

4 eggs, separated
1 can sweetened condensed milk
1/3 c. lime juice
1 tsp. grated lime rind
1 baked 9" pie shell

Beat 4 egg yolks and 1 egg white together until ight colored and thick.
Add milk and beat thoroughly. Add lime juice and rind and stir until mixture
thickens.
Fold in remaining egg whites which have been beaten stiff. Turn into pie
shell.

Bake in 325° oven about 15 to 20 minutes until set.
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Will Manley:

Facing the Public

dec l a r ing  t ha t  he  cou ld  wri te  a
be t t e r  nove l  than  Sir  Walter Scott,
I dec ided  to cha l l enge  the  l i t e ra ry
renown of  He rbe r t  B i rd .  I dec ided
to wr i te  my own book .  I don ’ t  sup-
pose you read it .  No t  many people
d id .  I t  was en t i t l ed  Snowballs in the
Bookdrop. My wife,  to whom the
book  was  ded i ca t ed ,  said i t  wen t
down  h i l i  a f te r  the  t i t l e .  I t  was
pub l i shed  in  1982  by Shoes t r i ng
Press .  I always felt that the book
would  have done  bet ter  if  Shoe-
s t r ing  had pu t  a coup le  o f  mi l l ion
do l l a r s  i n to  an  ad  campa ign .  Bu t
they  d idn ’ t .  I was ready to do  the
speaker’s  tour, bu t  Phi l ,  Oprah ,
Gera ldo ,  and  Johnny  never  invit-
ed  me .  I was ready to fight off
young  admi re r s  a t  au tog raph ing
parties bu t  Walden  and  Da l ton
never  d ropped  me  a l i ne .  I was
ready  to  wri te  the  screenplay,  bu t
Sp ie lbe rg  never  ca l l ed .

So  if you were  to ask me  if  the
book  was sti l l  i n  p r in t  I wou ld  say
“yes" because nobody bought  i t
when  i t  came  ou t .  Somewhere
the re  a r e  a couple  thousand copies
of  the book available. If  you can
figure ou t  where that someplace  is
you can probably purchase a copy of
the book.

So  who  d id  buy the book?  I do
know o f  four people  who purchased
i t .  I t  retai led for $14.95,  wh ich  I
though t  was a b i t  h igh  for a two-
hundred-page paperback (but  you
could probably have i t  prebound for
an  extra five do l la r s  to protect i t
from heavy l i b r a ry  u se ) .  My moth-
er,  my  father,  my  Aun t  Dorothy,
and  my  Aun t  He len  pu rchased  i t .
My Aun t  Helen  used  to tel l  me
tha t  i t  was her  favorite book and
then  she  d i ed  and  I l o s t  my
bigges t  fan.

So  wha t  d id  my  mothe r ,  my  fa-
ther ,  and  my  Aun t  Doro thy  th ink
of  it? They thought  i t  was good  bu t

know what  I was ta lk ing  abou t  on
the  subject  o f  in te r l ib ra ry  coopera-
tion I sa t  down to  r ead  wha t  was
then  a l l  t he  r age  in  l i b r a ry  l i t e r -
ature—a book entitled The Matrices
of Library Networks. Al though  i t
was the b ig  professional  best-seller
that year (fifty-eight cop ie s  were
so ld  i f  I r emember  cor rec t ly)  I
couldn’ t  ge t  i n to  i t .  The  p rob lem I
kep t  r unn ing  in to  was t he  word
“mat r i ces . "  For  t he  life o f  me  I
could’t unde r s t and  wha t  a matr ice
was. I have s ince  found ou t  that
there  is no  such  th ing  as  a ma-
tr ice.  “Matrices” is p lura l  for ma-
tr ix .  Still I don ’ t  know wha t  a
ma t r ix  is, wh ich  makes '  unde r -
s tanding that book  very  difficult. So
I d idn ’ t  finish the book .  I d idn ’ t
even finish the first chapter .

Thus  began a t rend.  Every so  of-
t en  i n  response to the let ters  that
say I don ’ t  know  wha t  I ’m  t a lk ing
abou t  I will  s i t  down  and  try to
read  a l i b r a ry  sc ience  book.  I have
tr ied a l l  t he  mode rn  day  l i b r a ry
science classics— The Dilemmas of In-
formation Retrieval in an  Age of Bib-
liotechn ical A mbiguity, Packet
Switching in Integrated Library Sys-
tems, and  The Boolean Search: Pan-
acea or an  Invitation to Informational
Anarchy. Despi te  the fact that al l
my  co l l eagues  were  raving about
these t i t les I was unab le  to ge t  past
the author’s  a cknowledgmen t s .

Dropping Snowballs
So i t  occurred to  me  that maybe I
shou ld  start r ead ing  a round  in
the more  pe r sona l  and  less tech-
n i ca l  a r ea  of  l ib ra r ian  autobiogra-
ph ies .  For  starters I t r i ed  He rbe r t
Bi rd ’ s  A Library Life and  Ger t rude
Mustard Strong’s Library Lady. After
jus t  a few pages o f  each book I decid-
ed  that Herbert  and  Ger t rude  made
Fred  Rogers  seem charismatic.

So  l i ke  J ames  Fen imore  Cooper

—ive ry  so of ten ,  maybe e ighty
1- or  n ine ty  t imes  a year,  I ge t  a

JL—Jlet ter  from a reader  suggest-
i ng ,  i n  r a the r  ha r sh  and  s t r i den t
tones,  that I don ’ t  now wha t  I ’m
talking abou t .  While I would  pre-
fer to receive letters that suggest I
am “an inc i s ive ,  witty, and  percep-
tive surveyor o f  the American
l ib ra ry  scene ,”  I do  appreciate  re-
ce iv ing  any k ind  o f  mai l  a t  a l l ,
even i f  i t  is cr i t ica l .  And who
knows,  the possibi l i ty  exists that if
so  many people  are wi l l ing  to  take
the time to advise me  that they
don’ t  t h ink  that I know wha t  I ’m
talking abou t  maybe they’re  r i gh t .
Maybe I don ’ t  know wha t  I ’m
talking about  The thought has  oc-
curred to me.

So  maybe I should do  something
about that Obviously if I don’ t
know what  I ’m  talking about  I had
better start talking about some-
th ing  that I do  know someth ing
about That means I should brush
up  a l i t t le on  my  l ibrary  science
basics, acquaint  myself with recent
developments in the field (it’s
been  suggested I ’m  a li t t le  weak on
the twentieth cen tury) ,  and catch
up  on  my  professional r ead ing .

Each year dur ing  the Rose Bowl
I make  a New Year’s resolution to
start r ead ing  “ l i b r a ry  l i t e ra ture .”
There  are many th ings  I would
rather  do  than read l ibrary l i tera-
ture such as eating moldy  peas,
wa tch ing  “Mr.  Rogers"  r e runs ,
and  d r iv ing  t h rough  Kansas.  I do ,
however, prefer read ing  l i b r a ry
l i t e ra tu re  to watching on ion  d ip
turn g reen  and  l i s t en ing  to my
ne ighbor  whis t l e  “Stars and
Stripes Forever."

So  e leven years ago  when I go t
my  f i r s t  l e t t e r  sugges t i ng  I d idn ’ t

Will Manley is director of the Tempe
(Arizona) Public Library.
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American Library Directory and  then
I l ied  to  them.  “This  is He rbe r t
B i rd , ”  I s a id ,  “ and  I am do ing  a
scientific survey  for the Bibl iotech-
n ica l  In s t i t u t e  o f  Amer i ca  on  the
profess ional  r ead ing  hab i t s  o f  li-
b ra r i ans  who  possess  an  MLS de-
g ree .  I have  three quest ions for
you:  1 )  Do  you have an  MLS der
g ree ,  2)  Do  you read books on  a
regular  basis, and  3 )  Have you ever
r ead  a l i b r a ry  sc ience book from
cover  to cover? After ca l l ing  over
2 ,000 l ib ra r i ans  who possessed the
MLS deg ree  I found ou t  that al-
though 29 pe rcen t  o f  them read
regu la r ly  no t  a s ing l e  one  had
read  a l i b r a ry  sc ience  book from
cover to cover. Th i s  is,  I t h ink ,  a
professional  crisis.  Pub l i she r s  o f
l i b r a ry  sc i ence  books are publ ish-
ing  books that no  one  i s  r ead ing .
This  is a was te .  Book  rev iewers
a r e  r ev i ewing  l i b r a ry  sc i ence
books that no  one  is r ead ing .  Th i s
is  a shame .  And  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  buy-
ing  l i b r a ry  science books that no
one  is r ead ing .  Th i s  is  a t r agedy .
Al ice  sa id ,  “Wha t  is t he  use  o f  a
book without pictures?” Th i s  begs
the  quest ion “What is the use  o f  a
book that nobody reads?”

So  I p icked  up  the phone  aga in
and  s t a r t ed  ca l l ing  thousands  of
l i b r a r i ans .  “Th i s  is  He rbe r t  B i rd
aga in , ”  I s a id .  “I am do ing  a su r -
vey o f  t he  types of  issues that you
would  l ike to s ee  add re s sed  in  li-
brary sc ience  books.”  I t  tu rns  out
tha t  l i b r a r i ans  a r e  no t  in teres ted
in  ma t r i ce s ,  Boo lean  sea rches ,
b ib l i o t echn ica l  amb igu i t i e s ,  o r  in -
format ional  r e t r i eva l  d i l emmas .
Sixty-seven pe rcen t  said they were
in t e r e s t ed  in  the cont rovers ies  sur-
round ing  pub l i c  l i b r a ry  bath-
rooms .  Fifty-seven pe rcen t  sa id
tha t  they would  l ike to  s ee  a book
wr i t t en  on  a t h i rd -g rade  level
abou t  AACR2. Fifty-one percent
said they would  l ike to s ee  a book
exp lo r ing  the id iosyncrac ies  o f  the
average cata loger’s  m ind .  And  45
percent  wou ld  l ike to s ee  a book
s t rong ly  advoca t ing  the  impor -
tance  of  keep ing  handguns  away
from c i r cu l a t i on  c lerks .  I mus t  say
these sound  l ike books  I too would
l ike  t o  r ead .

So  would  somebody  p lease  wri te
them?®

"no t  Tolstoy.” My mo the r  gave  my
brother,  Wick,  a copy of  the book.
He  thought  i t  would have done  bet-
ter if I cou ld  have go t t en  Andrew
Wyeth  to i l lustrate  i t .

So  if you can’t  obtain the book
through your  normal  l i b r a ry  job-
ber, I think you can  probably ge t  a
copy from my mo the r  who  lives i n
South Jersey. She  still has  a coup le
hundred  cop ies  o f  i t  in he r  at t ic .
She stocked up  because she thought
that with t he  new tax laws the
book would go  out  of  p r in t  very
quickly. My mother  a lso inves ted
in  the  Studebaker  Corporation.

And  wha t  d id  the  c r i t i c s  t h ink
of  it? Good ques t ion .  In  genera l
the critics (those faceless people
who review books  for l ib rary
pe r iod ica l s )  were  positive. They
thought  i t  “migh t  be  appropriate
for those  l i b r a r i ans  i n  l a rge  and
medium-sized publ ic  l ibrar ies  who
were  attempting to develop exten-
sive l ibrary  science collections.”
Apparently, however, no t  many  li-
b r a r i ans  i n  med ium and  l a rge
pub l i c  l ib ra r ies  were developing
extensive l ibrary science collec-
t ions a t  that t ime s ince  no t  many
of  them bough t  my book. Actually
if you take away my  mother ,  my  fa-
ther,  and  my  two aun t s ,  I haven’ t
bumped  into  anybody who has even
hea rd  of  the book.

Secretly I hope that my book,
l i ke  Moby-Dick, wil l  be  rediscov-
ered forty years after its date o f
publication.  Sometimes great books,
l ike  Tine w ines ,  need  more  t ime
to age.  The word to the  wise is  if
you  d id  buy my  book for your  li-
brary  don ’ t  weed iL Give i t  abou t
forty years to ca tch on .  A first ed i -
tion o f  my  book  will be  wor th  a
lo t  o f  money then .

Now that’s  what  you ’ re  r ea l l y  i n -
te res ted  in  — money.  What you ’ r e
probably really cu r ious  about  is
wha t  I d id  wi th  a l l  the money  I
made  from the book.  First  o f  a l l ,
you’re dying to  f ind ou t  wha t  I
c l ea red  after taxes. Let’s pu t  i t  this
way—i t  was unde r  $50 ,000 .  I de-
c ided  no t  to spend  this money
wildly on  cars  and  motorcycles bu t
in s t ead  inves t ed  i t  wisely in
stamps.  In  fact, I was ab le  to buy a
who le  book  of  25£  s tamps,  which
is why I have  been  ab l e  to answer

some  of  your  le t ters .
So,  hey, if you really wan t  to

know the t ru th  I’ve never  even
read  my book  in  i ts  en t i re ty .  I
wro t e  i t  in  bits and  pieces  over  a
five-year pe r iod  and  when  I final-
ly sat down to r ead  i t  al l  I cou ldn ' t
ge t  t h rough  i t .  I n  a l l  hones ty  i t
d idn ' t  s eem much  more  exc i t ing
than Herbe r t  Bird’s  book.

I began  to wonde r  if i t  was j u s t
me  o r  d id  o the r  l i b r a r i ans  have
trouble  r ead ing  l i b r a ry  sc i ence
books .  I wonde red  wha t  t he  r ea l
t ru th  was  — no t  wha t  l i b r a r i ans
sa id  they  d id  bu t  r a the r  wha t
they  rea l ly  d id .  The  k ind  o f

Book reviewers are reviewing
library science books
that no one is reading,

th ing  t ha t  Pau l  Harvey  ca l l s  “ the
re s t  o f  the s tory .”

So  I began to ask my  staff mem-
be r s  if they  had  r ea l l y  r ead  7’L?
Matrices of Library Networks. Most
o f  them vaguely r emembered  i t .
Bu t  no t  even our  best  r e fe rence  li-
b rar ian  cou ld  find any  bibl io-
graphie:  » record o f  i t .  I finally
dec ided  that The Matrices of Library
Networks was a phan tom book—a
kind  o f  symbol ic  t i t le  for a l l  the
books tha t  had  ever  been  wri t ten
about  the subject  of  library sc i ence .
I t  -was neve r  actual ly  writ ten bu t  i t
sounds  l i ke  a l l  the  t i t les  i n  t he  li-
b ra ry  sc ience  field tha t  have been
wr i t t en  — impress ive ,  cha l l eng ing ,
and  bo r ing .  I n  sho r t  a book that ev-
e rybody  has  hea rd  about  and  talks
about bu t  has never rea l ly  r ead .

So  when  I a sked  my  staff mem-
ber s  to name  the  bes t  l ib ra ry  sci-
ence  book  that they  had  ever  r ead ,
they a l l  admi t t ed  t ha t  they  had
neve r  actual ly r ead  a l i b r a ry  sci-
ence  book.  They  had  read reviews
of  l i b r a ry  sc ience  books,  had  du t i -
fully o rde red  some  for the l ibrary ,
and  had  even fond led  a few covers;
bu t  none  had ever actually sat
down  and  r ead  a l i b r a ry  sc i ence
book from cover to  cover.

The  nex t  day I s t a r t ed  ca l l i ng  li-
b ra r i ans  all over  t he  coun t ry .  I
p i cked  the i r  names  and  phone
number s  a t  r andom ou t  o f  the
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PRESS RELEASE

OALT/ABO

1989 PRESIDENTIAL AWARD

The Presidential Award is intended to recognize outstanding contributions

or major achievements of an OALT/ABO Member in promoting and/or developing the

association. The 1989 award will be presented at the annual banquet on June 2,

1989 at Kaleidoscope '89 in Hamilton.

Previous Presidential Award recipients are:

1984 - Danielle Amat (Ottawa)

1985 - Liz Aldrey (Lohania)

1986 - Sue Weaver (Halton-Peel)

1987 - Paulette Burton (Sudbury)

1988 - La Rea Moody (Thunder Bay)

Additional nomination forms are available from members of the Executive

and Board of Directors or Donna Possum, Chairperson of the Presidential Award

Committee.

Nominees from previous years must be re-submitted for consideration this

year. Please send fully completed forms to:

Donna Fossum

19 Crawford Green

London, Ontario

N6C 5S2

The deadline date for submissions is February 28, 1989.



1989

OALT/ABO PRESIDENTIAL AWARD

Please complete the following information as completely as possible:

Name of Candidate:

Address of Candidate:

Phone number of Candidate:

Membership status of Candidate:

Regional Branch:

Number of years as a member:

L i s t  contributions to  OALT/ABO at the Regional Branch level (e.g. executive
positions held, committee a f f i l i a t i ons ) :

L i s t  contributions to OALT/ABO at the Provincial level (e.g.  executive positions
held, committee a f f i l i a t i ons ,  conferences attended):

L i s t  other contributions to OALT/ABO (e.g.  workshops presented, publications
wr i t ten,  panel discussions):

L i s t  other contributions to the f i e l d  of Library Technology (e.g. community
service, publications, seminars, projects at  work/school worthy of note):

Additional comments:

This Candidate i s  nominated by:

Name:
Regional Branch:
Phone Number:

Name:
Regional Branch:
Phone Number:


