
Ontario Association of Library Technicians/
Association des Bibliot hniciens de i'Ontario
Thunder Bay Region
PO Box 3332
P7B 5J8

THUNDER BAY

ZÆardt 5 3 wl  7" 4

Annuof j tntur

Date: Saturday, April 3, 1932
Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: Cedar Room, Landmark Inn
Cost: 81 4•00 per person

AGENDA: Minutes of last general meeting
Treasurer's report
Director's report
Correspondence
Reports of committees a) Funding

b) Archives
c)  Conference

Unfinished business
New business
Speaker: Danielle Amat, President, OALT/ABO
Nominations and elections

If planning to attend, please call Kathy Deguns at 623-5277 between
5:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. weekdays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. weekends,
before Wednesday, March 24, 1982.

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY

SPRING COURSES 1982

Library Technology 2530 Order Work
An examination of the methods involved
in acquiring materials for various types
of libraries. Students will be intro-
duced to acquisition procedures and the
use of basic bibliographic tools.



Library Technology 2531 Circulation and Special Services
An examination of the work of the
circulation department with special
emphasis on charging systems and circulation
policies. Other areas examined will
include government documents and literature
searches of computer stored data bases.

DIRECTOR'S REPORT

News on the provincial level is short and sweet. Total provincial
membership is 68  and the provincial bank balance as of January 31» 1982
stands at 31076.71 .

The last provincial meeting was held February 6, 1982; discussion
centred on the constitutional changes proposed for the provincial
constitution. Changes are now finalized for the Annual Board Meeting
to be held in May.

Andrew Porteus, Archivist, has applied to the provincial government
for sponsorship of a summer student to assist with the history project
of the association. There is no word yet as to whether his application
has been approved. In addition, Andrew wishes to coordinate a photo-
graphic display of OALT/ABO history. If anyone has photos they would
like to donate, please contact me.

The next provincial meeting is scheduled to be held March 27, 1982.

-Helen Heerema

COMMENT

City Council budget issues have been very much in the news of late,
not the least of which is the pending loss of certain public library
services in the city. More’s the pity. Since the province has in
large part abdicated its funding responsibilities in this area, it is
the municipality that presently finds itself contributing the major
portion of the public library budget. — And there's only just so
much money to be spread, albeit at times thinly, among local services.
Cutbacks are common to all and must simply be swallowed with as much
good grace as can be mustered.

However, the imminent loss of the audio-visual department at Brodie
Street brought another issue to the fore, namely the suggestion to
implement user-fees as a means of preserving such a service.



Under  the  P rov inc i a l  L ib ra ry  Ac t  i t  i s  i l l ega l  fo r  l i b r a r i e s  t o  impose
bo r rowing  f ee s  on i t s  u se r s .  Unfo r tuna t e ly  t he  Ac t  does  no t  add re s s
the  a r ea  o f  aud io -v i sua l  s e rv i ce ,  and  t h i s  f ac t  has  appa ren t ly  been
used  t o  suppor t  t he  v i ew  tha t  t he  s e rv i ce ,  be ing  "non-e s sen t i a l " ,
shou ld  be ma in t a ined  t h rough  the  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  u se r - f ee s .  However
I sugges t  t he  omis s ion  f rom the  L ib ra ry  Ac t ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n  t he  l i gh t
o f  i t s  da t e  o f  enac tmen t ,  i n  no  way r e f l ec t s  upon t h i s  be ing  a "non-
e s sen t i a l "  s e rv i ce ,  any  more so  t han  a pub l i c  l i b r a ry  i n  t o t a l  cou ld
be  t e rmed  such .

>'y oppos i t i on  t o  trie u se r - f ee  p roposa l  i s  ba s i ca l l y  two- fo ld .  F i r s t l y
and  mos t  impor t an t ly ,  a pub l i c  l i b r a ry  shou ld  be exac t ly  wha t  t he  t e rm
impl i e s  — a communi ty  r e sou rce ,  p rov id ing  acces s  t o  i n fo rma t ion ,
wha teve r  i t s  medium, r ega rd l e s s  o f  r ace ,  c r eed ,  co lou r ,  s ex ,  occupa t ion ,
f i nanc i a l  s i t ua t i on ,  o r  any o the r  cha rac t e r i s t i c  one  ca re s  t o  name.
The p re se rva t ion  o f  a s e rv i ce  fo r  t hose  who can  pay i s  no  t the  p re se rv -
a t i on  o f  a pub l ic  s e rv i ce .

Second ly ,  T would l ike  t o  th ink  t ha t  my oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  p roposa l
has  a p r ac t i ca l  bas i s  as  we l l  a s  a ph i lo soph ica l  one ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly
s ince  p roponen t s  o f  t he  scheme t ou t  i t s  "p rac t i ca l  neces s i t y "  i n  a
decade  f a s t  becoming  renowned  fo r  i t s  emphas i s  on  budge t a ry  r e s t r a in t .
I sugges t  t ha t  imp lemen t ing  u se r  f ee s  on  the  s ca l e  p roposed  would  do
l i t t l e  to  save th i s  va luab le  s e rv i ce ,  bu t  r a the r  s imp ly  s e rve  t o  pos t -
pone  the l o s s .

-Annemar ie  F lor ian




