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Professor  Kurmey-The Ef fec t  of  Mini  and Micro  Computers  on  the Library

Recen t ly  TALTA invi ted Pro fessor  Wm. Kurmey of  Univers i ty  of  To ron to ’ s
Faculty of  Library Sc ience  t o  speak on the top ic  of  mic ro  and mini compu te r s .
P ro f .  Kurmey i s  a knowledgable and en thus ias t ic  man who i s  able t o  condense
th i s  huge and compl i ca t ed  f ie ld in to  an  i n t e r e s t i ng  and informative l e s son .
He f i r s t  explained the  basic components  of  the  min i s  and mic ros  and then
compared the  d i f f e r ences  be tween  the  two  t ypes .  Then he  d i s cus sed  some o f  the
appl icat ions  and related t he i r  impact on  the l ibrary  s cene .

L ib ra r i e s  are known a s  t he  warehouses  of  information and the communi ty ’ s
r e fe rence  t oo l ,  but the  advent o f  compu te r s  i s  chal lenging th i s  primary-
func t ion .  We a re  see ing  an  a t t emp t  by  compute r  manufacturers t o  use all  of
the  na t i on ’ s  population a s  a po ten t ia l  market  f o r  information s e rv i ce ,  thereby
replac ing  the  library as  a cen t ra l  d i spense r  of  i n fo rma t ion .  I t  i s  obviously
far  more lucrative t o  dea l  wi th  2?  mi l l i on  patrons than 2300 l i b r a r i e s .

Companies ex i s t  today,  and wi  Ll grow in  numbers,  tha t  have ex tens ive
sub jec t  databases of  in teres t  t o  t he i r  subscr ibers .  Information i s  knowledge,
and knowledge i s  power ,  t he re fo re ,  a cces s  t o  the l a t e s t ,  most  complete
information i s  c ruc i a l .  Libraries  cannot keep  current with the pr inted format
but on-l ine databases can .

Librarians and library t echn ic i ans  need  no t  f ee l  lef t  out in  t h i s  a r ea .
There  are great  avenues o f  c a r ee r  development  t o  be  explored  in  the informa-
t i on  storage and re t r i eva l  f i e ld .  In fo rmat ion  must  be p rocessed  which  involves
se l ec t i ng ,  indexing ,  annotat ing and acces s ing  on an  even  greater  scale than

.be fo re .  With t ra in ing ,  a l ibrarian o r  library technic ian  can acces s  thé
-mater ia l  s t o r ed  in  the  compute r  on  a spec i f i c  subjec't wi th  ease  r e f f i c i ency
and speed  by  us ing  key word combina t ions .  We already have some of  t h i s  skill
from out ca ta loguing expe r i ence .  At  home, min i  computers  can t i e  the u se r
into cen t r a l  da tabases ,  but no t  every  u se r  w i l l  have the spec ia l  ab i l i ty  t o
e f f ec t i ve ly  search  for  what she wan t s .  We can  act  a s  consul tan ts ,  t r a ine r s ,
and s e rv i ce  technic ians  in  making the  pursuit o f  information a rewarding
process .

Angela Rose

P O.Box 527, Thornhill, Ontario
L3T-4A2



December Mee t ing
Tuesday  December 4 Northern D i s t r i c t  Library Room 224A 7*50

Dean Tudor ,  chairman o f  Ryerson Foly technica l  In s t i t u t e ’ s  Library Ar t s
Depar tmen t ,  wi l l  be  speaking on  new proposals  in  l ibrary a r t s ,  con t inu ing
educa t ion  fo r  working t echn ic i ans ,  and the t echn ic i an ’ s  responsib i l i ty  t o  the
community.

Business  meet ing and wine and cheese will  follow.

Meet ings

TALTA has a problem in  trying to  get members t o  come t o  the mee t ings .
Cut of  148  members ,  24  people usually come t o  the mee t ings .  Mur ie l  Armour
wi l l  no t  be  phoning people t o  remind,  them of  mee t ings .  When you ge t  the
news le t t e r ,  mark your calendar t he  da t e s  o f  future mee t ings ,  tha t  way you
wi l l  not  be  miss ing  mee t ings .

Courses  a t  RPI

P lease  no t e ,  the  p re r equ i s i t e s  fo r  Rye r son ’ s  even ing  cou r se s  Non-Book
Mater ia l s  and Technica l  Se rv i ce s  Upda te  need  t he  Library  Techn ic ian  ce r t i f i c a t e
They are non  c r ed i t  cou r se s  and only open t o  graduate  t echn ic ians  and l ib r i ans .

**You can  get half your educa t ion  by  taking our books from the library —for
the  o the r  half you have t o  take out the l ib ra r ian**

Confe rence  1980

Confe rence  i n fo rma t ion  i s  be ing  s en t  out by  t he  Ot tawa Assoc i a t i on .  I f
you haven ’ t  r ece ived  anything p lease  wr i te  t o :

Inforama 1980
OALT/ABO-ORB/SRO
P.O.  Box 5182
S ta t ion  F
Ottawa,  On ta r io .

o r  ca l l  Danielle Amat 1 -613-995-2441  8 :30 -3 :00 .

'■ Fee Structure

The fee  structure for  TALTA has been  amended .  Aies  paid Jan' 1-June 30 :
In s t i t u t i ons  25 .00
Grad ,  Techs  20 .00
Assoc i a t e s  20 .00

Dues  pain July 1 -December 30 :
Grad.  Techs  13 .00
Assoc i a t e s  13 .00

S tuden t s  and re t i red  technic ians  5 .00



Tlie OLA Conference ,  1979

The Ontario Library Assoc i a t i on  *6 77th Annual Conference  (Oc tobe r  25 th -
28 th ) ,  which had the theme :  The  80 ’ s :  Mee t ing  the Cha l l enge ,  was a succes s
fo r  the organizers and the pa r t i c ipan t s .

The conference  theme was enhanced by  a w ide  va r i e ty  o f  in format ive  workshops.
The most  popular ones  dea l t  w i th  i l l i t e r acy ,  minir-com p i ters  and on-line Refe rence
se rv i ce s ,  and management and personnel*.  eva lua t ion .

More Library Techn ic ians  were in  ev idence  than l a s t  yea r ,  a s  has  been  t he
t rend fo r  the  last several  yea r s .  Th is  was an  encouraging sign a long  wi th  the
fac t  that  once again a number of  se s s ions  inc luded in  t he  ros te r  were  de s igned
fo r  and presented  by  Library Techn ic i ans  e .g .  Sk i l l s :  Library Technicans in
Reference and Re fe r  Yourself  t o  Your  Next  Job :  Techniques  o f  a Job Search fo r
Library Technic ians .

The OLAT/ABO has a very a t t r ac t ive  information booth  in  the  exh ib i t s  area
co-ordinated by  Nancy Mack.

Sue Redde r

S tuden t  Awards

TALTA wi l l  be  g iv ing  25*00  awards  t o  a dese rv ing  second  year  s t uden t  from
both  Ryerson and  Seneca .  The dec i s ion  was made a t  the  last mee t ing .  Cr i t e r i a
fo r  select ing the students are neces s i t y  and e k i  I l s ,

Theme:

"MANAGING YOUR OWN..."

Time
Personal Finances
Library Budget/Accounts
Stress
People (Supervisory Skills)

Seminars will be presented on the above.

ANNUAL TALTA

WORKSHOP

DATE: Saturday, Jan. 12th, 1979.
9:00 am - 5:00pm

LOCATION:
Northern District Library
40 Orchardview Blvd., Toronto

Rooms 224 A, B, & C.
Full brochure, agenda and registration
forms will be mailed out soon.
Register early - workshops will be open

to all OALT members & non-members.

TALTA business meeting and annual ELECTIONS
will follow workshops.

Contact D .  Hansen or S.  Radder for further
information.

"Well, you might start with
Darwins Origin of Species.



SPECIAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

PRESENTS

A REFERENCE WORKSHOP

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23rd AND SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24th

A se r i e s  o f  8 concent ra ted  s emina r s .  You may choose  any 6 o f  t he
fo l lowing for  $5°*0°  (SLA members)  o r  $60 .00  (non-members  ) :

1 .  CISTI (Canadian In s t i t u t e  fo r  Sc i en t i f i c  and Technica l  In fo r -
ma t ion )  - Advances  in  s c i en t i f i c ,  med ica l  and technica l  i n -
formation wil l  be  d i s cus sed ,  inc lud ing  an in t roduc t ion  t o
new da t a  base s  e .g .  ELIAS ( f rom Environment  Canada )  and new
se rv i ce s  e .g .  Can. -0LE3 ( a  knowledge sou rce  i ndex ) .  Speake r
will  be  Mary Van Buskirk  from the  Resea rch  and Reference
Div i s ion  o f  CISTI  in  Ot tawa.

2 .  GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS IN THE ROBARTS LIBRARY - a s emia r  that
will  explore  bas i c  r e fe rence  government sou rces  tha t  are
no t  all  that  well  known e spec i a l l y  federal  government doc -
umen t s .  Speake r s  wil l  be  Librarians from Robe r t s .

3 .  INFOMART - a d i s cus s ion  of  onl ine  informat ion s e rv i ce s .  P re -
sen t ed  by  Sal ly  Grande.

4 .  WHAT IS  THE LAW AND WHERE TO FIND IT  - Mary A l i ce  Nea l  from
the  McCarthy and McCarthy Law Firm i s  the speake r .

5* MICROMEÈIA - Barbara Hyland from New Canadian Pa ten t  Se rv i ce s
and D i sc lo se r s  Inc .  w i l l  l ead  th is  seminar .

6 .  NTIS (Na t iona l  Techn ica l  Information Se rv i ce )  - an  overv iew.
Speaker  wi l l  be  Ted Ryerson from Spr ingf ie ld ,  Vi rg in ia .

7* U .S .  CENSUS - a d i s cus s ion  on the d i f fe ren t  types o f  data
avai lable  in  the  1980  census .  Tim Jones  from the  American
Data Se rv i ce  will bring da ta  samples  to  f ac i l i t a t e  h i s
ta lk .

'.8*7: RESEARCHING CORPORATIONS - a seminar on  how to  research  corp-
o ra t i ons ,  government agenc i e s ,  the  p re s s ,  secur i ty  dea l e r s
and trade and p rofess iona l  a s soc i a t i ons .  Speake r  will be
Amanda Robinson from Wood-Gundy L imi t ed .

ALL SEMINARS WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE FACULTY OF LIBRARY SCIENCE.
Reg i s t r a t ion  r equ i r ed  by  November 12 th .  P l ea se  make cheques
payable to  the SLA Toronto Chapter  and mail to t

Carolyn Wer le
Records  Information Management’ Serv ice
283  Macpherson Avenue
Toronto ,  Ontario M4V 1A4

For fug he r  information call Carolyn Werle Mondays o r  Thursdays


