
Niagara Region Children’s Services

The Future’s So Bright



Niagara Region Children’s Services 
Mission:

To ensure access to a coordinated diverse range of 
affordable quality services and supports for young children 

and families residing in Niagara.

Services we offer to young children and families:

• Children’s Services is the Systems Manager for Early Years Services

• Provide financial assistance for eligible families

• Offer online registration for child care fee subsidy and resource 
teacher supports

• Support for children who may be at risk of a developmental delay or 
have diagnosed special needs



Niagara Region Children’s Services 
Children’s Services funds child care 

for the Niagara Region 

There are 

180 

licensed

child care 

centres in 

Niagara 

Region



In Niagara, there are 11,500 child care spaces for children birth to 

four (all day) & before and after school for children 4-12 years of age

Child Care must be licensed by the provincial government if there 

are more than 5 children being cared for



Niagara Region Children’s Services 
provides:

Financial assistance for eligible families

• Child care subsidy covers all or part of the 
costs of child care for children up to 12 years 
of age in licensed programs.

• The amount of subsidy is based on income 
level and confirmation of the reason for care.

We provide financial help to eligible families to 
assist with the costs of:

- Licensed child care

- Seasonal camps

- Sports and culture programs (ProKids)

- Resource consultants to support 
healthy child development

- Behaviour consultant supports



Financial Assistance Eligibility 
Requirements

• Be a resident of Niagara

• Have a child 12 years old or 
younger

• Provide the most recent Canada 
Revenue Agency Notice of 
Assessment or Canada Child 
Benefit and Ontario Child Benefit 
notice. 

Eligibility will be determined at an 
interview that includes an income 
test. If eligible for financial help, a 
placement plan for the child's care 
will be developed.



Niagara Region Children’s 

Services is also a licensed 

agency with contracts with 

Home Child Care providers 

across Niagara for children from 

birth-12 years of age. 



EarlyON Child and Family Centres 

provide free, high-quality drop-in 

programs for children from birth to six 

years of age, their parents and 

caregivers.

Our centres are family-focused and 

offer a welcoming and fun space for 

Niagara's children to learn, play, and 

connect with others. 

Parents and caregivers stay with their 

child(ren) and together experience the 

many benefits these centres provide.

Programs and services are free and 

open to all families.



https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/childcare/



Incorporating 

Books –

Encouraging 

Connections



https://firstbookcanada.org/

To register: https://bit.ly/2Ve6P6H

*must indicate that minimum 70% of the books will 

Be given to low income families

https://firstbookcanada.org/
https://bit.ly/2Ve6P6H


• Fee Subsidy Intake 

Appointment

• Public Health 

Vaccination Clinics

• Mobile Dental Bus

• Public Health –

Healthy Babies 

Home Visiting 

Nurses

• Regional Child Care 

Centres

• Home Child Care

Incorporating Books –

Encouraging Connections



https://www.smartsaver.org/

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-

social-development/services/learning-

bond.html



• Phase One = Healthy Eating

• Phase Two = Physical Literacy

• Phase Three = Emotional Wellbeing of Children

• Phase Four = Emotional Wellbeing of Staff



http://niagaracommunitygardens.ca/



PJ’s, Books, Shopping and Food 

= providing new PJs and books 

to over 500 vulnerable children 



Evolution of the original Early Years / Best Start Planning 

Table serving organizations working with children 

from birth to age 6











https://offordcentre.com/

Contact Your local Children’s Services 

Systems Manager for results specific 

to your area

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Azu7tbSGes
https://offordcentre.com/


Innoweave Launch Grant – Book Bag Project

Mindfully selected items to help positively impact social emotional 

behaviours in the home

Nanette’s Baguette follows the 

relationship we all develop of food to 

development and emotional satisfaction

Baking Day illustrates to 

children the importance of the 

extended family unit and the 

carryover of traditions and 

morals that influence the 

development of life.

https://lglecochic.org/



The Future’s So Bright

Questions? Contact Karen Schmidt karen.schmidt@niagararegion.ca

mailto:karen.schmidt@niagararegion.ca

